The Greenfield filter as a potential hazard to the operating surgeon.
The Greenfield filter and similar devices are placed in the vena cava of patients who have contraindications to anticoagulation, but who would otherwise be at risk of pulmonary embolism without such anticoagulation. Injury to a health care worker from one of these devices has been reported in the case of a pathologist performing a necropsy. To the author's knowledge, injury or near-injury to a member of the surgical team during operation has not been reported in the literature. The authors report on a near-miss injury from such a device to the surgical first assistant during the performance of a pancreaticoduodenectomy. Simple guidelines to avoid similar injuries are provided.